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PRESTON PAPESS. 

(From the originals in the Virginia State Library.) 



Sir— 



(Continued) 
Col. William Davies(I) to William Preston. 

ar Office, Richmond, July 15,-81. 



Agreeably to the mode of issueing military orders from gov- 
ernent, as directed by the last session of assembly, I have the 
honor to inform you that from the present situation of affairs to 
the Southward, it is judged necessary that you" immediately 
put into motion one seventh part of your militia, properly 
officered, armed and equipt, and direct them by the nearest 
rout to join the army under General Greene. The present 
period is a time of exertion, and as the British are putting forth 
their whole power to have the appearance of, large possessions 
and great conquests in this country, against the approaching 
conference for a peace, there cannot be a doubt of the same 
animation in our parts to confine their pretensions to very 
narrow limits. 

I beg the favor of a return of the strength of your militia, 
and of the cloathing collected, which I request may be put into 
the hands of the nearest quartermaster who will forward them — 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, Sir, your most 
obedient Servant 

William Davies 

[Addressed] Montgomery [Co.] 

(1) Col. William Davies was the head of the State Board of Was. 
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Letter from Col. William Davies. 

War Office, July 17 tk 1781 
Sir— 

I had the honor to communicate to you two days ago an order 
from the Executive requiring that one seventh part of your 
militia should be put in motion to proceed to the support of 
General Greene. Since that time government have judged it 
expedient to enlarge the number called for. I have it therefore 
in command from his Excellency the Governor in council to re- 
quire from your county one fourth part of the militia properly 
officered, armed and equipt to march to join the Southern army, 
and to serve their tours of two months, to be computed from the 
time of their joining it. 

Government makes these calls with great reluctance, but the 
importance of the occasion and the consequences which may 
attend at the negotiations for peace, should stimulate to every 
exertion. The men destined for the Southward are not to wait 
till the previous return of those with the Marquis, who will be. 
discharged without a relief as soon as their two months are out 
The Law, I understand, has, by an act of the last session made 
a difference between the pay of those serving in the State and 
those that march out of it; the former being paid from the time 
of joining the Army only, but the latter from the time their 
march begins. I hope this will be some encouragement — 

I have the honor to be with great respect 
Your most humble Serv' 

William Davies 
(Address) Montgomery, formerly Fincastle 
[Endorsement] Col'o Davies Letter 
July 1781 



Governor Nelson to William Preston. 
Richmond 19 th July 1781 
Sir: 

The great superiority of the enemy to the Southward making 
it necessary to send a Reinforcement to Gen. Greene; Col. 
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Davies the commissioner of the War Office has orders from the 
Executive to write to the Lieutenants of the different counties 
that are to send the Reinforcement. I cannot however forbear 
requesting that you will interest yourself in a very particular 
manner with the Militia of your County whose tour it may be 
to go on this service — Vigorous exertions this campaign will 
ensure to America what she has been contending for. Our affairs 
in that quarter look with a pleasing aspect. General Greene 
has nearly recovered the Southern States, and only wants 
proper support to finish the campaign with that glory which 
his extraordinary Conduct & unparell'd perseverance merit. 

I am Sir 

Y* Mo Ob Ser* 

Thos. Nelson Jr. 
Montgomery — 
[Endorsement] 

Governor Nelson's Letter 
19 July 1781 



Col. Davies to Col. Preston. 

War Office July 29, 1781 
Sir, 

The present situation of the six months men is a matter of 
serious moment to the public interest, and has a direct tendency 
totally to destroy, on the part of the militia, all opposition 
against the ravages of a cruel enemy who avail themselves of 
every neglect of ours to accomplish the subjugation of this 
country. The mode of punishment directed by law for de- 
linquencies is undoubtedly a wise one, and is calculated as much 
for the immediate defence and benefit of the State as for the 
reformation of the culprits themselves. From a fatal mis- 
management in some counties however, it has a directly con- 
trary effect, and instead of adding to our military force, actually 
weakens it and proves rather an exemption from duty alto- 
gether than an obligation to render longer service. 

It is difficult to account upon what principle this mischief has 
been tolerated; it will be ruinous however, if not immediately 
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checked. When a delinquent is condemned to be a six months 
soldier, he is struck off the militia roll; nobody takes the trouble 
or thinks it his duty to deliver him to the army; neither Gov- 
ernment nor the army know anything of him or of his con- 
demnation, and thus he continues, contrary to every kind of 
justice, in quiet repose at home, and not only contributes 
nothing towards the defence of the country, but does essential 
injury to it, by his example, his conversation, and the toleration 
he receives. It is the wish of Government, therefore, that an 
immediate return be made to this office of all your delinquents, 
and that you employ a sufficient number of your militia for the 
express purpose of apprehending them, that an end, if possible, 
may be had to such unjust and dangerous indulgencies. By a 
law of the last session of assembly any persons apprehending 
a Deserter and producing a receipt from a field officer of the 
line of service to which the Deserter belongs, whether continent- 
al state or militia, is intitled to an exemption from a tour of 
militia duty. I hope this will be some encouragement. Posts 
are established at New London and Staunton where they will 
be received and incorporated by proper officers 

I am, your most humble Serv' 

William Davies 
Endorsement] 

Col'o Davies, July 1781 with form of Returns 



Benjamin Harrison to William Preston. 

In Council, July 23 d , 1782. 
Sir 

I thank you for the trouble you have taken in calling to- 
gether the Officers of your County and Washington and regu- 
lating the militia ordered for their defence. The plan is ap- 
proved & I hope will answer my expectation & keep the Coun- 
ties force from the inroads of the Indians. 

It is some surprise to me that Col'o Campbell should object 
to the militia of both Counties being under your command, the 
proposal came from himself that the person should command 
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but nothing less than his being the man would content him. I 
shall write to him directing him to conform to the arrangement, 
lam 

Your most obedient 
Humble Servant 
Benj. Harrison 
Col'o William Preston 
[Address] On public service — Colo. William Preston 

Benj. Harrison Montgomery 

[Endorsement] Order of Council 23 July 1782 



Sir, 



William Davies to William Preston. 
War Office Aug* 1" 1781 



From. the movements of the enemy which have taken place 
since I had the honor to communicate to you the orders of the 
Executive of the last month, it has become expedient to sus- 
pend the execution of them, so far as relates to the march of 
your militia to the aid of General Greene. It is, however, nec- 
essary that your militia hold themselves in constant readiness 
to move on the shortest notice when called for. In the mean- 
time, it is not expected you will send any relief to the army 
under the Marquis, as those who are now with him will be dis- 
charged of course, when their times are out. 

I must beg your assistance to have the arms and accoutre- 
ments of your County put in the best order, and that you will 
be kind enough to make an exact return, agreeably to the en- 
closed form. 

I have the honor to be 

Your most obed. $erv' 

William Davies 

[Endorsement] Col'o Davies Letter Aug. 1-1781 demarids re- 
turns 
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William Preston to Governor Harrison. 

Montgomery March 15 th 1782 
Sir 

A Letter from Col. Davies Commissioner of the War Office 
dated the 30 th of Jan'y last came to hand about the 15 th of 
Feb'y making a Requisition of the men raised in this County 
under an act of assembly passed in Oct' 1780 for raising this 
States Quota of Troops to serve in the Continental Army. In 
April 1781 I had the County laid off into Districts agreeable 
to that Law & by the first of August the Thirty Eight men 
called fore from this County were either Recruited or draughted. 
The Commissioners of the Law not having money to pay the 
Bounty, the Recruits got Furloughs and the Execution of the 
Act being suspended the Business remained so untill the Rec' 
of the above Letter. As many as had not deserted were called 
together, but as they had not rec d d their Bounty I could not 
have them marched. I then moved the Court in presence of 
two of the Commissioners, to levey a sum in specie' for that 
Purpose but the motion was rejected as you will see by the en- 
closed copy. The Recruits got Furloughs a second time untill 
I can resceive your Excellency's Instructions herein, which I 
earnestly beg, as I am altogether at a loss what further steps to 
take in this matter. I have with much trouble and fatigue 
endeavour'd to carry this act into Execution and I am appre- 
hensive to little purpose as there is reason to doubt that most 
of the men will desert before anything effectual can be done. 

I would beg leave to lay before your Excellency a Recom- 
mendation of field officers in one of the Battalions, which was 
occasioned by the Resignation of Coll. Ingles whose Infirmities 
prevented him from serving longer. — I would also entreat 
your Excellency and the Hon'ble the Council to take into con- 
sideration the recommendation of proper Persons to be added 
to the Commission of the Peace. Such an addition will be 
extremely useful for keeping good order in this frontier county 
to which many disorderly People Resort from different parts of 
this State as well as the Southern States. 
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I would be much obliged to your Excellency to direct the 
Comm' of the War Office to supply me with twenty blank 
Commissions for Militia Officers, as those he sent me in Jan'y 
are mostly given out. 
I am your Excellency's most Obed* & very h'ble Serv* 

Wm. Preston 
[Address] Public Service to His Excellency 

Benjamin Harrison — Governor of Virginia 
[Endorsement] Copy Of a Letter to the Gov' March 15 th 1782 



Col. Davibs to Col. Preston. 

Colonel William Preston, 
County Lieutenant 
Montgomery 
War Office- 
Sir War Office Apr: 5. 1782 

Came to hand the 25 th 

Yours of the 15 th of last month was sent to this office by his 
Excellency the Governor. Notwithstanding the frequent appli- 
cations which have been made to various parts of the country 
for information how far the draft law had been executed; yet 
we were frequently unable to get the necessary intelligence, 
from the miscarriage of letters and other accidents. I never 
knew your county had drafted, till I saw your letter to the 
Governor, and we must delay the matter till the Assembly 
meets, unless, indeed, the men are willing to join the army 
and wait till we can send the money to them, ascertained ac- 
cording to the seale of depreciation. 

. I have never yet been favoured with a return of the cloathing 
from your county. I wish some method could be devised to 
forward them to New London safely packed up and directed 
to the care of M' Harry Innis. 

I have filled up the blank commissions for your field officers. 
If I can get any more properly authenticated before Mr. 
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Latham gets off I will send them, tho' the number constantly- 
called for thro' the country would really astonish you: one 
would think the officers were all deserting the Service of their 
country, or that an uncommon mortality raged among them. 
I have the honor to be with 
sincere respect 
Your most humble fierv* 
William Davies 
[Address] Colonel William Preston 

County Lieutenant 
War Office Montgomery 



The Officers commanding & belonging to the Regiment of 
Militia from Montgomery County in Virginia beg leave to re- 
turn thanks in behalf of themselves & the soldiers under their 
Command, to Mr. Bagge & the other Gentlemen & Inhabitants 
of the Town of Salem, for their polite Behaviour, the hospitable 
manner in which they received & treated the Troops, & the in- 
convenience to which they put themselves, to entertain them 
& to make their stay one night comfortable — 
Signed — by order 

Wm. Preston 

(To be Continued) 



